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Fr. Brian Capanna, Rector; Fr. Don Kroeger, Rector Emeritus; Gerry Teplansky, Deacon
Office Phone: (760) 728-2007   Web Site: www.christchurchfallbrook.org    e-mail: office@christchurchfallbrook.org
Opening Song: “Let Us Adore”

The heavens declare the glory of God and all of the world will join the praise, His wonders proclaim

The oceans and skies lift up their voice, and all He has made will rise to bless the King of all kings

Let us adore Him, let us adore Him, Jesus Christ is the Lord!

Eternity's King is coming again; though all of the earth will fade away, His truth will remain

Let us adore Him, let us adore Him, Jesus Christ is the Lord!

Come and behold Him, bow down before Him, Jesus Christ is the Lord!  Jesus Christ is the Lord!

Greeting
Announcements
Fr. Brian or Fr. Don will point out noteworthy events. Announcement reels play on the screen before and after the service. Following the announcements, we take time to share our stories of “normal Christian behavior”, that is, sharing Jesus with others. We will also send out volunteers who will conduct a service at Silvergate Assisted Living Facility. 
Prayer for Silvergate Volunteers (together)

O God, You have baptized us by one Spirit into one Body. Help us as we extend the Body of Christ to our family at Silvergate. Send Your Word and Your love into this place where You’ve planted us, and anoint these servants today to speak Your words and be Your Hands. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Advent Candle Lighting
Celebrant 

Surely the Lord is coming soon, 
People 

Amen. Come Lord Jesus!

(O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to You all hearts are open, all desires known, and from You no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Song of Praise:  “Holy is the Lord”

We stand and lift up our hands for the joy of the Lord is our strength

We bow down and worship Him now, how great, how awesome is He

And together we sing… ev'ryone sing

Holy is the Lord God Almighty, the earth is filled with His glory

Holy is the Lord God Almighty, the earth is filled with His glory, the earth is filled with His glory

It is rising up all around it's the anthem of the Lord's renown (repeat)

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant 
The Lord be with you. 

People 

And with your spirit.

Celebrant

Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, Who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and the comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Scripture Lessons

The Bible is at the heart of our worship, because in it we read and understand the very words of God.  Every word in the Bible has come from God and is vitally important so that we can know His heart and His truth.  Each week during our service, we read a section of the Old Testament, a Psalm, a section from the New Testament, and a reading from the Gospels.  If you do not have your own Bible, we would like to give you one as a free gift – please speak to a clergy member or an usher.
Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10
Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a shoot—yes, a new Branch bearing fruit from the old root. 2 And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 He will delight in obeying the Lord. He will not judge by appearance nor make a decision based on hearsay. 4 He will give justice to the poor and make fair decisions for the exploited. The earth will shake at the force of his word, and one breath from his mouth will destroy the wicked. 5 He will wear righteousness like a belt and truth like an undergarment. 6 In that day the wolf and the lamb will live together; the leopard will lie down with the baby goat. The calf and the yearling will be safe with the lion, and a little child will lead them all. 7 The cow will graze near the bear. The cub and the calf will lie down together. The lion will eat hay like a cow. 8 The baby will play safely near the hole of a cobra. Yes, a little child will put its hand in a nest of deadly snakes without harm. 9 Nothing will hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, for as the waters fill the sea, so the earth will be filled with people who know the Lord. 10 In that day the heir to David’s throne will be a banner of salvation to all the world. The nations will rally to him, and the land where he lives will be a glorious place. The Word of the Lord.
People



Thanks be to God

Psalm 72:1-15

1 
Give your love of justice to the king, O God, and righteousness to the king’s son.
2 
Help him judge your people in the right way; let the poor always be treated fairly.
3 
May the mountains yield prosperity for all, and may the hills be fruitful.
4 
Help him to defend the poor, to rescue the children of the needy, and to crush their oppressors.
5 
May they fear you as long as the sun shines, as long as the moon remains in the sky. Yes, forever!
6 
May the king’s rule be refreshing like spring rain on freshly cut grass, 


like the showers that water the earth.
7 
May all the godly flourish during his reign. 


May there be abundant prosperity until the moon is no more.
8 
May he reign from sea to sea, and from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth.
9 
Desert nomads will bow before him; his enemies will fall before him in the dust.
10 
The western kings of Tarshish and other distant lands will bring him tribute. 


The eastern kings of Sheba and Seba will bring him gifts.
11 
All kings will bow before him, and all nations will serve him.
12 
He will rescue the poor when they cry to him; 


he will help the oppressed, who have no one to defend them.
13 
He feels pity for the weak and the needy, and he will rescue them.
14 
He will redeem them from oppression and violence, for their lives are precious to him.
15 
Long live the king! May the gold of Sheba be given to him. 


May the people always pray for him and bless him all day long.
Epistle Lesson: Romans 15:1-13
We who are strong must be considerate of those who are sensitive about things like this. We must not just please ourselves. 2 We should help others do what is right and build them up in the Lord. 3 For even Christ didn’t live to please himself. As the Scriptures say, “The insults of those who insult you, O God, have fallen on me.” 4 Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled. 5 May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, help you live in complete harmony with each other, as is fitting for followers of Christ Jesus. 6 Then all of you can join together with one voice, giving praise and glory to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that God will be given glory. 8 Remember that Christ came as a servant to the Jews to show that God is true to the promises he made to their ancestors. 9 He also came so that the Gentiles might give glory to God for his mercies to them. That is what the psalmist meant when he wrote: “For this, I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing praises to your name.” 10 And in another place it is written, “Rejoice with his people, you Gentiles.” 11 And yet again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles. Praise him, all you people of the earth.” 12 And in another place Isaiah said, “The heir to David’s throne will come, and he will rule over the Gentiles. They will place their hope on him.” 13 I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. The Word of the Lord.
People



Thanks be to God

Gospel Hymn:  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!
Deacon 


The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 

People


Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
In those days John the Baptist came to the Judean wilderness and began preaching. His message was, 2 “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.” 3 The prophet Isaiah was speaking about John when he said, “He is a voice shouting in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming! Clear the road for him!’” 4 John’s clothes were woven from coarse camel hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. For food he ate locusts and wild honey.5 People from Jerusalem and from all of Judea and all over the Jordan Valley went out to see and hear John. 6 And when they confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. 7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to watch him baptize, he denounced them. “You brood of snakes!” he exclaimed. “Who warned you to flee the coming wrath? 8 Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins and turned to God. 9 Don’t just say to each other, ‘We’re safe, for we are descendants of Abraham.’ That means nothing, for I tell you, God can create children of Abraham from these very stones. 10 Even now the ax of God’s judgment is poised, ready to sever the roots of the trees. Yes, every tree that does not produce good fruit will be chopped down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptize with water those who repent of their sins and turn to God. But someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m not worthy even to be his slave and carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12 He is ready to separate the chaff from the wheat with his winnowing fork. Then he will clean up the threshing area, gathering the wheat into his barn but burning the chaff with never-ending fire.” The Gospel of the Lord.
People


Praise to You, Lord Christ.

Gospel Hymn Continued: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell Thy people save, and give them victory over the grave.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

The Sermon

Nicene Creed

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and invisible. 


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the Right Hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, Who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

This is a time for group prayer as well as personal prayers.  Please prayerfully respond to the leader with the words in bold type.  And please add your own prayers of thanksgiving and intercession either silently or aloud when invited to do so.
Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “hear our prayer.”
For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being and unity of the people of God. Lord, in Your mercy:  Hear our prayer.

For Foley Beach, our Archbishop, and Keith Andrews, our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people of our diocese and congregation. Lord, in Your mercy:  Hear our prayer.

For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; and for all who teach and disciple others. Lord, in Your mercy:  Hear our prayer.

For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith. Lord, in Your mercy:  Hear our prayer.

For our nation, for those in authority and for all in public service. Lord, in Your mercy:  Hear our prayer.

For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. Lord, in Your mercy:  Hear our prayer.

For all those who have departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection. In thanksgiving, let us pray. Lord, in Your mercy:  Hear our prayer.

I invite you to add your own prayers and thanksgivings at this time. 

(A longer pause is taken so that personal prayers may be said, either silently or aloud)

Lord, in Your mercy:  Hear our prayer.
The Deacon concludes with the following prayer

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate.  Amen.
Confession and Absolution of Sin

Deacon 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in Your will, and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your Name. Amen.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Who in His great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to Him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People 

And with your spirit.  
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Prayers for Traveling Mercies - (Pray together)
Hear, O Lord, the prayers of Your servant(s) and bless their journey(s). You, Who are present everywhere, shower upon them Your great mercy; so that, insured by Your protection against all dangers, they may return and offer to You their thanksgiving. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Birthday Prayer - (Pray together)

O God, our times are in Your Hand: Look with favor we pray on your servant as he begins another year.  Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Anniversary Prayer and Blessing of the Marriage - (Celebrant only)
O God, You have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and His Church: Send therefore Your blessing upon these Your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord mercifully with His favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace; that you may faithfully live together in this life, and in the age to come have life everlasting.  Amen.
Offertory Sentence (Celebrant)

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His Name; bring an offering, and come into His courts! Psalm 96:8
You may place money (check or cash) in the offering plate that will go toward the work of Christ Church to build the kingdom of God in Fallbrook and beyond.  You may enter into singing or simply listen, and you may sit or stand as you feel led.  This is a time of offering our gifts to the Lord.  
Offertory Song: “Prepare the Way”

Prepare the way, make straight the path for Him

Let the King of Glory enter in, Let the King of Glory enter in

Who is this King of Glory, the Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty to save

The earth is full of His glory, creation calls prepare the way

His love endureth forever, His power is without an end

His strength is victory's treasure, let all who call His name prepare the way

(Bridge) Let the King of Glory enter in, let the King of Glory enter in (repeat)

Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below,

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION


Celebrant


The Lord be with you. 

People



And with your spirit.

Celebrant


Lift up your hearts.

People



We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People



It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because You sent Your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in Him of everlasting life; that when He shall come again in power and great glory to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold His appearing. Therefore we praise You, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of Your Name:
“Christ Church Sanctus”
Holy(, Holy(, Holy(, is the Lord Almighty.  Holy, Holy, Holy, God of Power and Might.
Holy, Holy, Holy, the whole earth is full…of Your glory (repeat)
Hosanna, save us!  Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!
Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord Almighty.  Holy, Holy, Holy, God of Power and Might
Holy, Holy, Holy, the whole earth is full…of your glory.  Holy, Holy, Holy…     Holy, Holy, Holy…
Holy and gracious Father: In Your infinite love You made us for Yourself; and when we had sinned against You and become subject to evil and death, You, in Your mercy, sent Your only Son into the world for our salvation. By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary He became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to Your will, He stretched out His Arms upon the cross and offered Himself once for all, that by His suffering and death we might be saved. By His resurrection He broke the bonds of death, trampling hell and satan under His Feet. As our great High Priest, He ascended to Your right Hand in glory, that we might come with confidence before the throne of grace. You sent Your Holy Spirit, that we might become Your holy people.
On the night that He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is My Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of Me.” (
Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is My Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of Me.” (
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and we offer You these gifts.
Sanctify ( them by Your Word and Holy Spirit to be for Your people the Body and Blood of Your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy sacrament, and be made one body with Him, so that He may dwell in us and we in Him. And bring us with all Your saints into the fullness of Your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord Face to face.
All this we ask through Your Son Jesus Christ: By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is Yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant
Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
Fraction Anthem: “All Who Are Thirsty”

All who are thirsty, all who are weak, come to the fountain, dip your heart in the stream of life

Let the pain and the sorrow be washed away

In the waves of His mercy, as deep cries out to deep. We sing:

Come Lord Jesus, come… (repeat)   

Holy Spirit, come… (repeat)

The Ministration of Communion

Celebrant 
Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him Who takes away the sins of the world. 
People
Blessed are we who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.  
All baptized Christians may receive Holy Communion.  You may eat the bread and take a sip from the chalice or dip your bread into the chalice.  Gluten free hosts are available upon request.  All are welcomed to come forward for a blessing. If you are not receiving communion, simply cross your arms when you reach one of the priests.  This indicates to them that you would like a special blessing.

Communion Music
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
Lo how a Rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung

Of Jesse's lineage coming as men of old have sung

It came a flower bright, amid the cold of winter when half gone was the night

This Flow'r whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air

Dispels with glorious splendor, the darkness ev'rywhere

True man yet very God, from sin and death He saves us and lightens ev'ry load

“The One Who Saves”

Come join the song, lift your voice as heaven and earth give praise

Fall to your knees at the feet of the Son of the one true God
Turn from old ways, lift your eyes for the kingdom of God is here

Open your heart, offer all for Jesus Christ is here now

We have found our hope, we have found our peace, we have found our rest in the One who loves

He will light the way, He will lead us home, as we offer all to the One who saves us

Call on the Name that is hope, Jesus the Son of God

Lord over all, He is good and His mercy endures always

His love endures… forever His love endures… forever His love endures… forever and ever! (repeat)
The Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant 
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank You for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of Your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of Your Son, and heirs of Your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out into the world to do the work You have given us to do, to love and serve You as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To Him, to You, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
The Blessing
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Song: “Here is our King / On Jordan’s Bank”

Here is our King, here is our Love, here is our God who's come to bring us back to Him

He is the One, He is Jesus

And He is our King, He is our Love, He is our God who's come to bring us back to Him

He is the One, He is Jesus!

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry announces that the Lord is nigh;
Come, then, and hearken, for he brings glad tidings from the King of kings.   
Then cleansed be every breast from sin; make straight the way for God within,
And let each heart prepare a home where such a mighty guest may come. 
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee whose advent doth Thy people free;
Whom, with the Father, we adore and Holy Spirit evermore.
The Dismissal
Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord in the power of His Spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia!

People:  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Birthdays and Anniversaries

We offer special thanksgiving today for the birthdays 
Altar Flowers

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God
ASSIGNMENTS:

	 
	8-December
	15-December
	22-December
	24- December

(how would you like to serve?)

	Acolyte/LEM2

Junior Acolytes
	Moira Forbes

Sunshine & Clara
	Bev Garrigues
	Laurent Perkins
	

	Lector
	Bethany Getz
	Evan Getz
	Kathy Jones
	

	LEM 1
	Bev Garrigues
	Dorie Oliver
	Michelle McCormick
	

	Oblations
	Ann Warr
	Jayne Bendel
	Arlene Gibbs
	

	Intercessor
	Carol Kroeger
	Jayne Bendel
	Don Wheeler
	

	Healing
	Laurent Perkins
	Moira Forbes
	Don Wheeler
	

	Ushers
	Bob Rossiter
	Tim Cruz
	Ed Warr
	

	Nursery Care

Sunday School k-4

Preteen Group
	Connie Crossley

Maria Teplansky

Sherry Rager
	Connie Crossley

Maria Teplansky

Sherry Rager
	Connie Crossley

Maria Teplansky

Sherry Rager
	Pageant prep helpers

1.

2.

3. 

	Silvergate 
	Suzanne Kenyon
	
	
	N/A

	Hosting
	
	
	
	N/A


Mark Your Calendars

December 8: Make-up day for stewardship gatherings, following today’s service
December 18: Women’s Lunch Bunch with ugly sweaters! 12pm at Pala Mesa

December 20: Delivering presents to Potter Jr. High 

December 24: Christmas Eve @ 5pm (carols, Communion, candlelight, and pageant)

Christ Church Weekly Schedule

Sunday: 

1. Worship Service at 10 am, followed by Coffee Hour

2. Sunday school for K – 6, 10:00 am (Preteens meet in the church office)

3. Nursery Care offered at 9:30am-12:30pm (currently in hiring process for new nursery care person)
4. Food collection for Fallbrook Food Pantry on the last Sunday of each month. 

Monday:  

1. Bible study – 7:00 pm Crossley’s home in Fallbrook

Tuesday:  

1. Women’s Bible Study - 10:00am. Contact-Betsy Harris
Wednesday: 

1. ​Monthly Women’s Lunch Bunch – 12 Noon – Mary Anne Brunton

Thursday: 

1. Altar Guild – When needed. 

2. Bible Study – 7:00 pm (Bi-Monthly) Perkins Home in Temecula.  
3. Vestry Meetings – 2nd Thursdays at 7pm
Saturday: 

1. Men’s Breakfast – Second Saturday of each month at Living Waters, 7:30 am – 9 am
Christ Church Fallbrook

Address: 2000 Reche Road, Fallbrook CA 92028 * Office Phone: (760) 728-2007

Website: www.ChristChurchFallbrook.org * E-mail: office@christchurchfallbrook.org
CCLI #3105274
One of our Anglican bishops taught us about this special time of fellowship.  Since we are partners in worship, we briefly greet those around us and enter into worship with a sense of community and friendship.  Please sit near others, say hello or shake a few hands.  We are here to celebrate!








The Collect is a collection of the prayers of God’s people.  This prayer asks God to prepare our hearts to love Him and praise Him properly and it changes every week to match the overall theme of the Sunday. Saying this collecting prayer also unites us in worship with the 78 million Anglicans worldwide who are also saying this same prayer today. 





From the earliest days of the Christian Church, the reading of Scripture has been followed by a teaching (or sermon) to help the believers understand how the Scriptures help us live our Christian lives. Throughout the year at Christ Church, you will hear sermons from Fr. Brian and Fr. Don or Deacon Gerry.





This is a statement of our Christian belief that was written by an early counsel of Christians in Nicaea who wanted to create a simple statement of true Biblical Christianity.  Note, the word “catholic” refers to the universal Christian church.





Now that we have confessed our sins to God, we share God’s peace with one another.  In order to further prepare our hearts for Communion, this time is offered to give members an opportunity to be reconciled with one another. If there is any unforgiveness between you and another member of God’s family, this is the time to extend God’s peace to that person and be reconciled.  People in the church typically shake hands or hug fellow worshipers and say, “The peace of the Lord be with you,” or simply, “peace”.





The words of this part of the service are taken directly from the Biblical account of the Last Supper when Jesus took the bread and wine and invited the disciples to eat and drink of His Body and Blood.  We do this in remembrance of Jesus, just as He instructed and we believe God is with us in this holy feast.  Bells are an ancient tradition, from the days when only the priests could see communion being prepared. They are a signal to the people that sanctification is taking place.








