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Celebrating Mother’s Day and the Feast of the Good Shepherd

Fr. Brian Capanna, Rector; Fr. Don Kroeger, Rector Emeritus; Gerry Teplansky, Deacon
Office Phone: (760) 728-2007   Web Site: www.christchurchfallbrook.org    e-mail: office@christchurchfallbrook.org
Prelude: “Good Shepherd Of My Soul”

Good Shepherd of my soul, come dwell within me. Take all I am and mold Your likeness in me

Before the cross of Christ, this is my sacrifice, a life laid down and ready to follow (repeat)

Opening Song: “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace!

Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.

Praise the mount!  Oh, fix me on it, mount of God’s unchanging love.

Here I find my greatest treasure; hither, by Thy help I’ve come;

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger wandering from the fold of God;

He, to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood.

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee:

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;

Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above.

Greeting
Announcements
Fr. Brian or Fr. Don will point out noteworthy events. Announcement reels play on the screen before and after the service.
Following the announcements, we take time to share our stories of “normal Christian behavior”, that is, sharing Jesus with others. We will also send out volunteers who will conduct a service at Silvergate Assisted Living Facility. 
Prayer for Silvergate Volunteers (together)

O God, You have baptized us by one Spirit into one Body. Help us as we extend the Body of Christ to our family at Silvergate. Send Your Word and Your love into this place where You’ve planted us, and anoint these servants today to speak Your words and be Your Hands. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
People             The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to You all hearts are open, all desires known, and from You no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify Your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Song of Praise: “I See the Lord”
I see the Lord seated on the throne exalted

And the train of His robe fills the temple with glory

And the whole earth is filled… and the whole earth is filled

And the whole earth is filled with His glory
Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy is the Lord

Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy is the Lord of lords
The Collect of the Day


Celebrant 
The Lord be with you. 

People 

And with your spirit.

Celebrant

Let us pray. 

O God, Whose Son Jesus Christ is the good shepherd of Your people: Grant that when we hear His voice, we may know Him who calls us each by name, and follow where He leads; Who, with You and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Scripture Lessons

The Bible is at the heart of our worship, because in it we read and understand the very words of God.  Every word in the Bible has come from God and is vitally important so that we can know His heart and His truth.  Each week during our service, we read a section of the Old Testament, a Psalm, a section from the New Testament, and a reading from the Gospels.  If you do not have your own Bible, we would like to give you one as a free gift – please speak to a clergy member or an usher.
First Lesson:  Acts 13:14b-16, 26-39
On the Sabbath they went to the synagogue for the services. 15 After the usual readings from the books of Moses and the prophets, those in charge of the service sent them this message: “Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the people, come and give it.” 16 So Paul stood, lifted his hand to quiet them, and started speaking. “Men of Israel,” he said, “and you God-fearing Gentiles, listen to me. 26 “Brothers—you sons of Abraham, and also you God-fearing Gentiles—this message of salvation has been sent to us! 27 The people in Jerusalem and their leaders did not recognize Jesus as the one the prophets had spoken about. Instead, they condemned him, and in doing this they fulfilled the prophets’ words that are read every Sabbath.28 They found no legal reason to execute him, but they asked Pilate to have him killed anyway. 29 “When they had done all that the prophecies said about him, they took him down from the cross and placed him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead! 31 And over a period of many days he appeared to those who had gone with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to the people of Israel. 32 “And now we are here to bring you this Good News. The promise was made to our ancestors, 33 and God has now fulfilled it for us, their descendants, by raising Jesus. This is what the second psalm says about Jesus: ‘You are my Son. Today I have become your Father.’ 34 For God had promised to raise him from the dead, not leaving him to rot in the grave. He said, ‘I will give you the sacred blessings I promised to David.’ 35 Another psalm explains it more fully: ‘You will not allow your Holy One to rot in the grave.’ 36 This is not a reference to David, for after David had done the will of God in his own generation, he died and was buried with his ancestors, and his body decayed. 37 No, it was a reference to someone else—someone whom God raised and whose body did not decay. 38 “Brothers, listen! We are here to proclaim that through this man Jesus there is forgiveness for your sins. 39 Everyone who believes in him is made right in God’s sight—something the law of Moses could never do. The Word of the Lord.
People



Thanks be to God
Psalm 100
1
Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth!
2 
Worship the Lord with gladness. Come before him, singing with joy.
3 
Acknowledge that the Lord is God! He made us, and we are his. 
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
4 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise. 
Give thanks to him and praise his name.
5 
For the Lord is good. His unfailing love continues forever, 
and his faithfulness continues to each generation.
Epistle:  Revelation 7:9-17
9 After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe and people and language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes and held palm branches in their hands. 10 And they were shouting with a great roar, “Salvation comes from our God who sits on the throne and from the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living beings. And they fell before the throne with their faces to the ground and worshiped God. 12 They sang, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and strength belong to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 13 Then one of the twenty-four elders asked me, “Who are these who are clothed in white? Where did they come from?” 14 And I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are the ones who died in the great tribulation. They have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb and made them white. 15 “That is why they stand in front of God’s throne and serve him day and night in his Temple. And he who sits on the throne will give them shelter. 16 They will never again be hungry or thirsty; they will never be scorched by the heat of the sun.  17 For the Lamb on the throne will be their Shepherd. He will lead them to springs of life-giving water. And God will wipe every tear from their eyes.” The Word of the Lord.
People



Thanks be to God
Gospel Hymn: “Come Let Us Worship And Bow Down”
Come let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our God, our Maker

Come let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our God, our Maker

For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture

And the sheep of His hand, just the sheep of His hand

Deacon 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John.
People

Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Gospel:  John 10:22-30 

22 It was now winter, and Jesus was in Jerusalem at the time of Hanukkah, the Festival of Dedication. 23 He was in the Temple, walking through the section known as Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The people surrounded him and asked, “How long are you going to keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus replied, “I have already told you, and you don’t believe me. The proof is the work I do in my Father’s name. 26 But you don’t believe me because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one can snatch them away from me, 29 for my Father has given them to me, and he is more powerful than anyone else. No one can snatch them from the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.” The Gospel of the Lord.
People


Praise to You, Lord Christ.

Gospel Hymn Continued: “Come Let Us Worship And Bow Down”
Come let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our God, our Maker

Come let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our God, our Maker

For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture

And the sheep of His hand, just the sheep of His hand

The Sermon


Nicene Creed

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, visible and invisible. 


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the Right Hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, Who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

This is a time for group prayer as well as personal prayers.  Please prayerfully respond to the leader with the words in bold type.  And please add your own prayers of thanksgiving and intercession either silently or aloud when invited to do so.
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Help us to fulfill Your great commission; making disciples of all nations; teaching them to obey all that You have commanded.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give grace, heavenly Father, to all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, and especially to Foley Beach, our Archbishop; Keith Andrews, our Bishop; Fr. Brian and Fr. Don, our Priests; and Gerry Teplansky, our Deacon, that by their life and teaching, they may proclaim Your true and life-giving Word, and rightly administer Your holy Sacraments.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

We ask You to rule the hearts of all who govern us—for our Nation and its leaders. May they administer justice, govern wisely, and strive for the welfare and peace of the whole world.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

We humbly ask You, gracious Lord, to comfort and strengthen all those who, in this earthly life are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

I invite you to add your own thanksgivings or requests at this time. 

(A longer pause is taken so that personal prayers may be said, either silently or aloud)

We bless Your holy Name for all your servants who departed this life in Your faith and fear, praying You would grant us grace to follow their good examples, that with them we might partake in Your heavenly kingdom.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

The Deacon concludes with the following prayer

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate.  Amen.
The Confession and Absolution of Sin

Deacon 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in Your will, and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your Name. Amen.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Who in His great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to Him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People 

And with your spirit.

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Prayers for Traveling Mercies - (Pray together)
Hear, O Lord, the prayers of Your servant(s) and bless their journey(s). You, Who are present everywhere, shower upon them Your great mercy; so that, insured by Your protection against all dangers, they may return and offer to You their thanksgiving. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Birthday Prayer - (Pray together)

O God, our times are in Your Hand: Look with favor we pray on your servant as he begins another year.  Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Anniversary Prayer and Blessing of the Marriage - (Celebrant only)
O God, You have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and His Church: Send therefore Your blessing upon these Your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord mercifully with His favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace; that you may faithfully live together in this life, and in the age to come have life everlasting.  Amen.
Offertory Sentence

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His Name; bring an offering, and come into His courts!  Psalm 96:8
You may place money (check or cash) in the offering plate that will go toward the work of Christ Church to build the kingdom of God in Fallbrook and beyond.  You may enter into singing or simply listen, and you may sit or stand as you feel led.  This is a time of offering our gifts to the Lord.  
Offertory Song: “Shepherd”
Though I walk through the valley and I can't see the way

When the shadows surround me I will not be afraid
For I know You are with me, You will always provide

Though the path may be lonely,You will stay by my side

I will rest my soul, I'll trust in You alone

For the Lord my Shepherd leads me, leads me, and He is all I need

In the darkest valley I know, I know, my Shepherd is all I need

Lord I know that You seek me when I'm trying to hide

And Your love it pursues me all the days of my life

I will rest my soul, I'll trust in You alone

Doxology
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below,

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION


Celebrant


The Lord be with you. 

People



And with your spirit.

Celebrant


Lift up your hearts.

People



We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People



It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. We praise You for the glorious resurrection of Your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for He is the true Paschal Lamb, Who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By His death He has destroyed death, and by His rising to life again He has won for us everlasting life.  Therefore we praise You, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of Your Name:
“Christ Church Sanctus”
Holy(, Holy(, Holy(, is the Lord Almighty.  Holy, Holy, Holy, God of Power and Might.
Holy, Holy, Holy, the whole earth is full…of Your glory (repeat)
Hosanna, save us!  Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!
Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord Almighty.  Holy, Holy, Holy, God of Power and Might
Holy, Holy, Holy, the whole earth is full…of your glory.  Holy, Holy, Holy…     Holy, Holy, Holy…
Holy and gracious Father: In Your infinite love You made us for Yourself; and when we had sinned against You and become subject to evil and death, You, in Your mercy, sent Your only Son into the world for our salvation. By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary He became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to Your will, He stretched out His Arms upon the cross and offered Himself once for all, that by His suffering and death we might be saved. By His resurrection He broke the bonds of death, trampling hell and satan under His Feet. As our great High Priest, He ascended to Your right Hand in glory, that we might come with confidence before the throne of grace. You sent Your Holy Spirit, that we might become Your holy people.
On the night that He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is My Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of Me.” (
Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is My Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of Me.” (
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and we offer You these gifts.
Sanctify ( them by Your Word and Holy Spirit to be for Your people the Body and Blood of Your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy sacrament, and be made one body with Him, so that He may dwell in us and we in Him. And bring us with all Your saints into the fullness of Your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord Face to face.
All this we ask through Your Son Jesus Christ: By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is Yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant
Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.
Fraction Anthem:  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never;

I nothing lack if I am His, and He is mine for ever.

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love He sought me,

And on His shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me.

And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never: 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise within Thy house for ever.
The Ministration of Communion

Celebrant 
Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him Who takes away the sins of the world. 
People
Blessed are we who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.  
All baptized Christians may receive Holy Communion.  You may eat the bread and take a sip from the chalice or dip your bread into the chalice.  Gluten free hosts are available upon request.  All are welcomed to come forward for a blessing. If you are not receiving communion, simply cross your arms when you reach one of the priests.  This indicates to them that you would like a special blessing.

Communion Music    
“The Lord Is”

The depths of Your grace who can measure? You fully supply all I need

You restore my weary soul again and again, and lead me in Your righteousness and peace

You're with me through every dark valley, there's nothing that I have to fear

You are there to comfort me again and again, protecting me assuring me You're near

The Lord is… The Lord is my Shepherd.  The Lord is… The Lord is my Shepherd… I shall not want

You gave Your own life for my ransom so I could rejoice at Your side

You have shown Your faithfulness again and again, there's nothing good that You will not provide

“Shepherd” (refrain)
For the Lord my Shepherd leads me, leads me, and He is all I need

In the darkest valley I know, I know, my Shepherd is all I need

The Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant 
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank You for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of Your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of Your Son, and heirs of Your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out into the world to do the work You have given us to do, to love and serve You as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To Him, to You, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
The Blessing
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Song: “New Doxology” (alternate verses)
O enter through His gates with praise, approach with joy His courts unto
Praise, laud, and bless His Name always for it is just and right to do

Praise God, praise God, praise God Who saved my soul

Praise God, praise God, praise God from Whom all blessings flow

Let earth and heavenly saints proclaim the pow'r and might of His great Name

Let us exalt on bended knee, praise God the holy Trinity 

We are His flock that He doth feed, we are His sheep that He doth lead
The Sov'reign Lamb redeemed the fall, praise God the Shepherd, Lord of all
The Dismissal
Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord in the power of His resurrection. Alleluia, Alleluia!

People:  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Birthdays and Anniversaries

We offer special thanksgiving today for the birthdays of 
Altar Flowers

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God
ASSIGNMENTS:

	 
	12-May

Mother’s Day
	19-May
	26-May
	2-June

	Acolyte/LEM2
	Nicholas Perkins

Andrew 
	Bill Yankie

Sunshine & Clara
	Moira Forbes
	Jim Bechtold

Kiki & Judah

	Lector
	Moira Forbes
	Don Wheeler
	Kathy Jones
	Brandon Phelps

	LEM 1
	Laurent Perkins
	Dorie Oliver
	Bev Garrigues
	Michelle McCormick

	Oblations
	Arlene Gibbs
	Julie Bechtold
	Ann Warr
	Jayne Bendel

	Intercessor
	Bev Garrigues
	Mike Rager
	Don Wheeler 
	Carol Kroeger

	Healing
	Don Wheeler
	Jim Bechtold
	Carol Kroeger
	Jo Wylie

	Ushers
	John McLelland
	Bob Rossiter
	Ed Warr
	Joe Wujcik

	Nursery Care

Sunday School k-4

Preteen Group
	Miss Ellie

Connie Crossley

Maria Teplansky

Sherry Rager
	Miss Ellie

Connie Crossley

Maria Teplansky

Sherry Rager
	Miss Ellie

Connie Crossley

Maria Teplansky

Sherry Rager
	Miss Ellie

Connie Crossley

Maria Teplansky

Sherry Rager

	Silvergate 
	
	
	
	

	Hosting
	Breakfast before church (men cooking)
	Whole Church

(sign up sheet)
	
	


Mark Your Calendars
May 19: Special vow renewal next week during the 10am service with a luncheon to follow
Christ Church Weekly Schedule

Sunday: 

1. Worship Service at 10 am, followed by Coffee Hour

2. Sunday school for K – 6, 10:00 am (Preteens meet in the church office)

3. Nursery Care offered at 9:30am-12pm
4. Food collection for Fallbrook Food Pantry on the last Sunday of each month. 

Monday:  

1. Bible study – 7:00 pm Yankie’s home in Fallbrook

Tuesday:  

1. Women’s Bible Study - 10:00am. Contact-Betsy Harris or Connie Crossley
Wednesday: 

1. ​Monthly Women’s Lunch Bunch – 12 Noon – Mary Anne Brunton

Thursday: 

1. Altar Guild – When needed. 

2. Bible Study – 7:00 pm (Bi-Monthly) Perkins Home in Temecula.  
3. Vestry Meetings – 2nd Thursdays at 7pm
Saturday: 

1. Men’s Breakfast – Second Saturday of each month at Living Waters, 7:30 am – 9 am
Christ Church Fallbrook

2000 Reche Road, Fallbrook CA 92028 * Office Phone: (760) 728-2007

Web Site: www.christchurchfallbrook.org * E-mail: office@christchurchfallbrook.org
CCLI #3105274
One of our Anglican bishops taught us about this special time of fellowship.  Since we are partners in worship, we briefly greet those around us and enter into worship with a sense of community and friendship.  Please sit near others, say hello and shake a few hands!  We are here to celebrate!








The Collect is a collection of the prayers of God’s people.  This prayer asks God to prepare our hearts to love Him and praise Him properly and it changes every week to match the overall theme of the Sunday. Saying this collecting prayer also unites us in worship with the 78 million Anglicans worldwide who are also saying this same prayer today. 





From the earliest days of the Christian Church, the reading of Scripture has been followed by a teaching (or sermon) to help the believers understand how the Scriptures help us live our Christian lives. Throughout the year at Christ Church, you will hear sermons from Fr. Brian and Fr. Don or Deacon Gerry.





This is a statement of our Christian belief that was written by an early counsel of Christians in Nicaea who wanted to create a simple statement of true Biblical Christianity.  Note, the word “catholic” refers to the universal Christian church.





Now that we have confessed our sins to God, we share God’s peace with one another.  In order to further prepare our hearts for Communion, this time is offered to give members an opportunity to be reconciled with one another. If there is any unforgiveness between you and another member of God’s family, this is the time to extend God’s peace to that person and be reconciled.  People in the church typically shake hands or hug fellow worshipers and say, “The peace of the Lord be with you,” or simply, “peace”.





The words of this part of the service are taken directly from the Biblical account of the Last Supper when Jesus took the bread and wine and invited the disciples to eat and drink of His Body and Blood.  We do this in remembrance of Jesus, just as He instructed and we believe God is with us in this holy feast.  Bells are an ancient tradition, from the days when only the priests could see communion being prepared. They are a signal to the people that sanctification is taking place.








